
 

REQUIREMENTS FOR RESIDENTIAL 
CONSTRUCTION IN THE 
SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD AREA (SFHA) 

 
 

The following requirements are to ensure that construction at this location meets the minimum 
requirements of the 2006 North Carolina Residential Code (section 323, Flood-Resistant 
Construction), the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) (guidelines for 
construction in flood hazard areas), the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) and the 
Wake Forest Zoning Ordinance (Article 13, Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance). 
 
The Town of Wake Forest requires that the lowest enclosed floor as defined by the NFIP (which 
ever point is lowest, the lowest point in the crawl space, the top of the slab in the basement, or 
the lowest point of the garage slab) to be a minimum of two feet above the Base Flood 
Elevation. 

 
This office will require a survey indicating the elevation of the top of the lowest projected footing at 
the time of the footing inspection. This survey document is required to be on site for use by the 
inspector at the time of the inspection 
 
An additional elevation certificate and survey may be required at the foundation/floor system 
inspection. If the survey at the footing inspection indicates that the elevation is at or below the 
Base Flood Elevation plus the two foot of freeboard, an additional survey will be required. This 
may also require flood vents in the foundation walls and the garage walls. This second survey 
must show the elevation of the first finished floor and the garage slab. This survey document is 
required to be on site for use by the inspector at the time of the foundation/floor system 
inspection. 
 
If any part of the structure is at or below the base flood elevation plus the two foot of freeboard, a 
final (as built) survey and a completed Elevation Certificate (FEMA form 81-31) with photographs 
will be required prior to issuing a Certificate of Occupancy. These documents are required to be 
sealed by the surveyor. Copies, faxes or emailed documents will not be accepted by this 
office for this certificate. 
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