
 
AGENDA 

Wednesday, December 14, 2016 
6:00 PM Home Tour Committee Meeting 

7:00 PM REGULAR HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING 
GROUND FLOOR TRAINING ROOM, TOWN HALL 

301 S. Brooks Street, Wake Forest, NC 
 

6:00 p.m. Home Tour Committee 
 
7:00 p.m. Regular Business 
 
1. Call to Order/Roll Call 

 
2. Approval of the Agenda 

 
3. Approval of Minutes of the November 9, 2016 Meeting 
 

 
4. Public Hearing:  Consideration of application regarding COA 16-16 A request from the Nancy B. 

Bates to paint the brick piers and chimneys at 409 N. Main Street, Wake Forest, NC  27587 
being Wake County Tax Pin 1841-53-3740. 

 
5. Public Comment (limited to 3 minutes per person)  

 
6. Treasurer’s Report  
 
7. Old Business  

 
8. New Business and Announcements 
 
9. Adjourn 
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 
GROUND FLOOR TRAINING ROOM 

WAKE FOREST TOWN HALL 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2016 

7:30 PM 
Commission Members Present:  Ann Welton (Chair), Parker Schlink, Dawn Daria, Sandy 
Smart, Ellen Turco, Jackie Logan, Tom Neal, Liz Johnson, Wayne Pratt, Jim Thompson (Ex-
Officio) 

Members Absent:  None 

Staff Present:  Michelle Michael (HPC Staff Liaison), Toby Hampson, (Town Attorney) 

Guests: Ed Austin, Bev Whisnant, Lisa Roberson, Dan Egan 

1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson, Ann Welton at 7:30 p.m. 
 

2. AGENDA 
Wayne Pratt made a motion to approve the agenda, Ellen Turco seconded, the motion passed 
unanimously (9-0). 
 

3. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
Liz Johnson made a motion to approve the minutes from the October 12, 2016 meeting, 
Sandy Smart seconded the motion, the motion passed unanimously (6-0). 
 

4. PUBLIC HEARING:  COA 16-15, a request from the Town of Wake Forest Parks, 
Recreation, and Cultural Resources Department to demolish the pool structure at the 
Community House property, 133 W. Owen Avenue, Wake Forest, NC 27587 being 
Wake County Tax Pin 1841-30-6922/1841-31-9028. Chairperson Welton introduced the 
application and asked if there are any members who feel they have a conflict of interest in the 
case.  There being none, Chairperson Welton opened the public hearing and asked staff to 
provide the staff report.  Michelle Michael was sworn in and submitted the staff report, 
preliminary historical research report, COA application, email from the Historic Preservation 
Office and all substantiating materials into the record for evidence.  Michelle Michael 
showed the property location map. Ms. Michael submitted that staff completed research 
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looking at aerial maps from 1938, 1956, and 1972 or 1973.  The aerials show the changes in 
the structure over time.  In 1980, it was completely renovated, filling in the deep end in the 
middle and making a new deep end on the west end.  In staff’s opinion, the pool structure is 
no longer contributing as it has been extensively changed.  However, the pool is listed as 
contributing in the National Register of Historic Places and under our ordinance anything 
listed as contributing requires a COA before demolition.  The Community House and wall 
structure will not be altered as part of this project. Staff submitted the staff report to the State 
Historic Preservation Office (HPO) for review and opinion on status.  The HPO concurred 
with staff finding that the pool is no longer considered contributing to the Wake Forest 
National Register Historic District.  Staff submitted the email correspondence into the record. 
Staff asked if there were any questions.  
 
Chairperson Welton asked Ed Austin if he would come forward and be sworn in.  Toby 
Hampson swore in Ed Austin to testify for the applicant.  Mr. Austin asked if there were any 
questions for him.  Tom Neal asked if the lap pool was going to be large enough for the town 
to have a swim team.  Mr. Austin responded that the pool will be 25 meters long and 
regulation so could accommodate a swim team.  It will be 3 – 10 feet deep.  There will also 
be a zero entry pool area with shade structures, children’s pool, and a plunge pool.  The 
Town will be able to teach swim lessons because the activity pools will be separate.  Ellen 
Turco asked if everything pictured in those activity areas will be inside the fence.  Mr. Austin 
responded yes, the new footprint fits inside the existing footprint. They will not be impacting 
the wall or the community house.  At some point we will have to do some structural 
reinforcement to the diving platform.  Jackie Logan stated that she is happy that the town is 
going to keep a community pool as she sees it as an asset to the community.  Jim Thompson 
stated that the community response was huge in favor of keeping the pool.  
 

Chairperson Welton asked the audience if there was anyone else who wished to speak 
regarding the project.  There were none.  She closed the public hearing.  Liz Johnson made a 
motion to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness 16-15 for the demolition of the pool 
structure at the Community House provided that the community house and retaining 
wall/stair structure will not be affected. Tom Neal seconded.  There was no discussion and 
the motion passed unanimously (9-0). 

Dawn Daria asked if they Dawn Daria asked if it would be appropriate to recommend that a 
sign be erected to discuss the history of the pool and the Community House.  Tom Neal 
suggested that perhaps the HPC can assist with the research and some of the cost. Dawn 
Daria made a motion that the HPC recommend to the town to incorporate signage discussing 
the history of the Community House and Diving Structure into the plan.    

 
5. PUBLIC COMMENT 
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None 
 

6. TREASURER’S REPORT  

Staff Liaison, Michelle Michael read the treasurer’s report for November as provided by 
Aileen Staples.  The beginning balance on September 28, 2016 of the HPC checking account 
is $26,889.70.  There was an interest payment in the amount of $8.01 There was a deposit 
from home tour ticket sales of $2,984.00 and a charge of $13.25 for deposit tickets. The 
ending balance as of October 27, 2016 is $29,868.46. 

The Ailey Young Account beginning balance is $13,623.76.  Interest earned equaled $ 3.91.  
Therefore, the available balance in the Ailey Young Account is $13,627.67.  

Tom Neal made a motion to approve the Treasurers Report, Liz Johnson seconded, the 
motion passed unanimously (9-0).  

7. Old Business – There was no old business to discuss 
 

8. New Business and Announcements  
A. Introductions and Recommendations of New Members.  Chairperson Welton asked if the 

applicants would like to introduce themselves.  Lisa Roberson introduced herself as 
living in the Local Historic District in the Poteat House.  She has background in 
Investment Banking and has lived in North Carolina for about twelve years.  She grew up 
in San Francisco in a neighborhood similar to N. Main Street. Bev Whisnant introduced 
herself as a past member of the Commission and house tour volunteer.  She also lives in 
the Mill Village Historic District.  The third applicant Jennifer Douglas was not present.  
Toby Hampson explained the balloting and that since there were three openings and three 
applicants the Commission can make a motion to recommend all three instead of 
completing the ballots.  He further explained that if they only wanted to recommend a 
portion of the applicants they can.  Wayne Pratt made a motion to recommend all three, 
Bev Whisnant, Lisa Roberson, and Jennifer Douglas to the Board of Commissioners for 
appointment to the Historic Preservation Commission.  Parker Schlink seconded the 
motion and it passed unanimously (9-0).  

B. Southeast High Speed Rail MOA Changes.  Changes were made to the MOA that 
necessitated another signature.  The Town has also signed it as a concurring party. Tom 
Neal made a motion for Chairperson Welton to sign the document on behalf of the 
Commission. Ellen Turco seconded, the motion passed unanimously (9-0). 

C. COA in December.  In order to avoid ex-parte communication, there will likely be a 
COA submitted by Nancy Bates for December.   
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ADJOURNMENT 

Tom Neal made a motion to adjourn it was seconded by Liz Johnson and passed unanimously (9-
0).  The meeting adjourned at 8:15 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 Ann Welton, Chair     Michelle Michael, Secretary 



Disclaimer
iMaps makes every effort to produce and publish 
the most current and accurate information possible.
However, the maps are produced for information purposes,
and are NOT surveys. No warranties, expressed or implied
,are provided for the data therein, its use,or its interpretation.
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            ​COA for Brick & Mortar Painting Project 409 N Main St., Wake Forest, NC 
 
Attach to COA form (separate)  
                                             ​Description of proposed new work 
 
Request: ​Paint the exterior brick, masonry & mortar. 
 
Goals : 

● To better preserve exterior brick, mortar & masonry elements. 
●  To provide an updated, tasteful, cohesive look to a historic property consistent with 

basic design of home’s exterior. 
● To add property value to the dwelling.  
●  To reflect to potential home buyers house is being maintained.  

 
Historically, many brick house exteriors were painted many years ago now located in old, 
historic districts, particularly on the East Coast ( think Boston, Washington DC, Charleston, 
Savannah).  
 
 Reasons in the past for painting brick & mortar included, as described by William Kibbell III, 
home inspector & restoration consultant specializing in historic residential & commercial 
buildings :  

1. To conceal alterations, previous repairs. 
2. To cover up years of coal soot, grime. 
3. Attempting to seal & protect old, spalled* bricks. 
4. As a design feature. 
5. Vinyl siding hadn’t been invented yet. 

 
* Spalling: partial loss of masonry material & is caused by water trapped in a masonry system. 
Leaking roofs & other systems can be sources of trapped water.  
 
( See link: ​www.oldhouseweb.com/how-to-advice/brick-houses.shtml​) 
( Also see link: 
www.nps.gov/tps/how-to-preserve/preservedocs/Historic-Masonry-Deterioration.pdf​) P. 31 
 
Partial History of exterior work on 409 N Main: 
 
This house’s original structure was built c. 1899. It included double chimneys & a mortar 
foundation. 
The front porch including its brick posts with masonry caps, steps & bilateral stoops with 
masonry caps as well, was added c. 1920’s. Along with other exterior changes, the exterior of 
the house was changed to a Bungelow style with Craftsman features.  
 



The current homeowner & her late husband purchased the house in Dec.,1988. See attached 
photo of the house as it appeared at that time. The cedar shakes above the porch & wrapped 
around the entire second story were so brittle they crumbled & could not be treated with paint or 
any other material. There was 10” rose-colored aluminum siding around the exterior, date of 
installment unknown. The house had suffered from neglect inside & out for the prior 30 plus 
years, after the College left. The first project to be done after the current homeowner moved in 
was replacing the roof. There were 5 layers of old roofing removed in 1989.  
 
In Spring of 1989 a COA was obtained to allow the homeowners to cover the brittle cedar 
shakes (all) with 4” vinyl siding on a temporary basis, as the homeowners were not financially 
able to manage new cedar shakes at that time. A COA was was also obtained to have 3 sides 
of the 10” aluminum siding removed ( the sides that showed from the street. Again, the 
homeowners could only afford to do part of the project at a time). The original wood siding 
underneath had to be repaired & or replaced in many areas, then the entire house was painted 
except for the new vinyl siding pieces on the second story,  the brick pillars & stoops on the front 
porch, and the foundation. Some years later, the remaining aluminum siding was removed, the 
wood siding underneath those areas repaired or replaced & the house painted again.  
 
Between 1989 through 2010 the house was repainted several times as part of routine 
maintenance of the property. Each time, old paint was scraped off but not ‘shaved’ down to the 
bare wood so as not to damage the original wood siding as well as to show more character of 
the home’s history.  
 
In 2010 a COA was obtained to allow the vinyl siding on the 2nd floor exterior be removed and ( 
finally) be  replaced with new cedar shakes. The shakes were left their natural color. This 
completed the original look to the house as it appeared c. 1920’s except for wood siding color 
which is unknown (no photos exist of house prior to 1988).  
 
The house was determined to need a new paint job this year, 2016, again for routine 
maintenance.  
Previously, the house was only painted with 3 colors at a time: one color for the siding including 
the same color for the vinyl siding on the second floor, white for the trim all over, gray for the 
porch floor.  
 
This year a slightly expanded color palette was chosen: gray for the siding, white for the trim, a 
red front door, a gray-green accent color to better show the Craftsman detail of the front porch 
pillars. The gray-green paint was selected to also include painting the                     (masonry) 
pillar caps, the masonry covering the posts in front of the porch pillars by the porch steps, the 
risers of the porch steps & the entire mortar foundation. Additionally, the very porous brick work 
was to be painted white, using an old, proven technique for historic brick called lime wash. Last, 
the cedar shakes were first gently power washed & then a clear coat of sealant applied ( a 
process already completed).    
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Wake Forest Local Historic District 
Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) Application 

Staff Report 
 
To:    Wake Forest Historic Preservation Commission 
Date:    December 5, 2016 
Case:    COA-16-16 
Prepared By:  Michelle Michael, Senior Planner (Historic Preservation) 
 
General Information 
 
Applicant:   Nancy Bates 
    409 N. Main Street 
    Wake Forest, NC  27587 
 
Property Owner:  Same as Above 
 
Requested Action:  Certificate of Appropriateness to paint brick piers and chimneys. 
 
Tax PIN:   1841-53-3740 
 
Location:   409 N. Main Street, Wake Forest, NC (See Attached Map) 
 
Lot Size:   .3 acres +/- 
Lot Width:   66 feet +/- 
Lot Depth:   198 feet +/- 
    
Current Zoning:  Residential District/Historic District Overlay 
 
Property Description: The property at 409 N. Main Street is historically known as the 

Brewer-Holiday House.  The original, small, two-story house was 
built here circa 1890. The unpainted brick chimneys and foundation 
are from the original construction.  It was enlarged into its current 
Bungalow appearance by W.D. Holiday circa 1925.  It is a side gable 
form with full-width shed-roof dormer.  The engaged Craftsman-style 
porch has brick piers and tapered posts which is characteristic of the 
Craftsman style.  The brick porch piers were unpainted masonry. 
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Special Information 
 
COA History for 409 N. Main Street: 
COA 14-5 Replace and construct new fencing for rear yard. 
COA 13-1 Minor-Replace existing aluminum storm windows with Velv-A-Lume brand storms 
COA 12-10-To reconfigure the windows in the back room on the first floor on the south side of the 
house by adding a window and repositioning the remaining window, using two new windows of a 
design matching those on the 2nd story.   
COA 11-1- To replace the concrete walkway between the sidewalk and front porch, to replace the 
concrete driveway strips, to pave the unpaved parking pad at the end of the driveway, and to 
permanently cover the basement windows on the north side of the house. 
COA 11-6- To replace the vinyl siding with wood cedar shakes to match the original on the second 
floor, above the front porch roof, extending onto either side of the house.   
COA 10-1 Minor- To replace the roofing with CertainTeed XT 25 shingles in Moire Black. 
COA 10-9 Minor- To attach a lattice panel on the north end of the front porch to match the style, 
color and application of panel already on the south end of the front porch.   
 
Current Request 
 
COA 16-16: Paint previously unpainted brick masonry and mortar. Per the supplemental 
information provided by the applicant the project involves: 1) painting the masonry foundation, 2) 
applying lime wash to the brick chimneys and painting the mortar joints, 3) applying lime wash to 
the brick porch piers and painting the mortar joints.  
 
Additional Information 
 
Under the Wake Forest Historic District Design Guidelines, painting of previously painted materials 
does not require a Certificate of Appropriateness.  However, painting of previously unpainted 
materials does require an approved Certificate of Appropriateness.  It is also considered a major 
work requiring approval from the Historic Preservation Commission.   
 
Analysis 
 
In reviewing this request, staff believes the following guidelines have particular relevance: 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation (Applicable Standards): 
2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved.  The removal of historic 
materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided. The brick 
chimneys and foundations from the original construction were unpainted brick as was the 1920 
brick porch piers.  The historic intent of the architecture was unpainted brick.  Painting previously 
unpainted masonry is an alteration of a character-defining feature.     
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4. Most properties change over time; those changes that have acquired historic significance in their 
own right shall be retained and preserved. The 1920s renovation resulted in a Craftsman Bungalow-
style home with Craftsman porch that is now over fifty years old and is considered historically and 
architecturally significant.  Further, the property was in its Craftsman Bungalow form when it was 
included in the Local Historic District boundaries. The historic features from that era must be 
retained and preserved.   
 
5. Distinctive features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship that 
characterize a property shall be preserved.  The unpainted brick masonry is an example of the 
craftsmanship that characterizes the property.   
 
 
Chapter XI: Masonry: Brick and Stone list the following guidelines: 
 
 NOT TO DO: 

 

1).   Don’t apply paint or other coatings to unpainted historic masonry surfaces that were not painted 
historically. The brick piers and chimneys were not originally coated or painted.  
(Inappropriate.) 

 
 
Findings of Fact 
 
Staff offers the following findings for the Commission’s consideration for COA 16-16: 
 
1. Based upon the information contained in the application, specifications, and staff report, 

the Commission finds that the application for COA 16-16 is inappropriate according to the 

Secretary of Interior standards, in that: 

 
a. The proposed work does not preserve the historic character of the property as it alters 

the features that characterize the property. 
 

2. Based upon the information contained in the application, attachments, and staff report, 

the Commission finds the application for COA 16-16 is inappropriate according to the 

Wake Forest Historic District Design Guidelines, in that: 

 
a. The proposed work does not meet the Design Guidelines for Masonry: Brick and 

Stone. 
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Staff Recommendation 
Staff recommends two options for the Historic Preservation Commission consideration: 

1) Based on the information and testimony the Historic Preservation Commission votes to 
approve, approve with conditions, or deny the application. 

2) Make a motion to continue the public hearing until January to afford the applicant an 
opportunity to acquire information regarding cost and feasibility associated with removing 
the paint.   
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Photos of 409 N. Main Street 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Photo 1:  409 N. Main Street circa 1988, provided by applicant 
 

Photo 2:  409 N. Main Street in Spring 2016 
 



Staff Report COA 16-16 Page 6 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo 3:  409 N. Main Street on December 7, 2016 
 

Photo 4:  Detail 409 N. Main Street on December 7, 2016 
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Photo 5:  Detail 409 N. Main Street on December 7, 2016 
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