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K9 TEAMS RECEIVE NCPDA CERTIFICATION 
 

WAKE FOREST, NC – April 29, 2008 – All four Wake Forest Police K9 teams received 
North Carolina Police Dog Association (NCPDA) certification recently following a 
weeklong training exercise at Pitt Community College in Greenville, NC. 
 
Officer M.J. Pender and K9 Kyra, Officer J.K. Myers and K9 Sixx, Officer D.L. Hess and 
K9 Maverick, and Officer L.N. Collie and K9 Lagos, participated in the nationally 
recognized certification program April 21-25. 
 
“It is quite an accomplishment for our entire K9 unit to be certified with the NCPDA,” said 
Lt. M.D. May, who supervises the Wake Forest Police Department’s K9 program. “I am 
very proud to be a part of the K9 Unit and am privileged to work with these professional K9 
teams.” 
 
The NCPDA’s certification program is designed to ensure that police dogs and their 
handlers are trained properly to protect the lives and property of citizens. The program also 
provides a standard measure in which all trained police dogs must maintain in the 
performance of their duties, ensures that the handlers have adequate knowledge of state laws 
regarding the use of canines, prevents the malicious use of partially trained police dogs, and 
offers a means of attaining certification on a timely basis. 
 
Canines trained according to NCPDA standards are required to achieve the following 
certifications: 
 

• Vehicle and Building Narcotics Detection 
• Tracking/Trailing 
• Control/Obedience 
• Evidence Search 
• Area Search 
• Building Search 
• Vehicle Stops 
• Criminal Apprehension 
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• Recall from Apprehension 
• Suspect Apprehension 
• Suspect Approach 

 
These certifications are awarded on a pass/fail basis and are valid for one year. 
 
For more information on the Wake Forest Police Department’s K9 program, contact Lt. 
M.D. May at (919) 554-6150. 
 

### 
 
For more information about the Town of Wake Forest, contact Bill Crabtree, Public 
Information Officer, at (919) 554-6196. 
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