YOUTH ADVISORY BOARD
Minutes

May 15, 2010

Members Present: Felicia Fotsch, Holden McLemore, Austin Moorman , Kyra Daniel, Kiana Daniel,
Gabriel Lopez, and Commissioner Margaret Stinnett.

Members Absent: Caroline Jordan, Darnesha Adams and Toyosi Oyelowo.
Staff Present: Susan Simpson

Guest: Mayor Vivian Jones

CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Kyra Daniel at 9:10 a.m.

MINUTES

ACTION: Kiana Daniel made a motion to approve the minutes. Austin Moorman seconded the
motion, which carried unanimously.
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ITEMS FROM MEMBERS FOR THE AGENDA

None.

CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT

Kyra Daniel gave a re-cap of the Concert in the Park. She said that even with the rain the music
was good and they had a lot of give-aways. Kiana Daniel stated that the youth and families there
wanted to stay even with the rain. Felicia Fotsch said that the concert was fun and the people in
attendance enjoyed the music. The band was very good and it gave the board a chance to explain what
the youth board was all about. Holden McLemore enjoyed meeting the people who came, the music
was good and that people stayed. Members thanked Commissioner Stinnett for filling in for Ms.
Simpson.

OLD BUSINESS

None.

NEW BUSINESS

The first item of new business was a review of the Year End Report. Ms. Simpson stated that
she had prepared the report on behalf of the board and that it would be submitted to the Town Board in
August. Chairperson Kyra Daniel went through the report and the members talked about the Youth
Summit, Concert, the Centennial Gala, the Mayor’s State of the Town Address, and the Advisory Board
member dinner. Those who attended each event talked about what they liked and the opportunity
they were given to participate. Kiana Daniel made a motion to approve the report and for Ms. Simpson
to submit to the Town Board. Felicia Fotsch seconded the motion which carried unanimously.

Commissioner Margaret Stinnett took a few moments to recognize the seniors on the Youth
Advisory Board. Kyra Daniel, Gabriel Lopez, Austin Moorman, Darnesha Adams, and Toyosi Oyelowo
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will be graduating and heading off to college this fall. Ms. Stinnett told the group that she enjoyed
working with them and she wished them all the best. They were presented alarm clocks with the Youth
Advisory Board logo inscribed.

Mayor Jones asked the group for some feedback concerning the board. She told them that
some municipalities/counties have 30 members on there board. Does our format work and do they feel
that they have a say in their government and that they can come to the Board with issues? Kyra Daniel
thanked the Mayor for starting the board. She has been involved all three years the board has been in
existence and it has given her an opportunity to be involved in her community. She thanked Ms.
Stinnett and Ms. Simpson for keeping the board on track. She said that she liked the nine member
format because it was hard to focus members in on one or two tasks and with 30 members it would
certainly be more difficult. She will miss being a part of the group and the members she has worked
with over the past year. She did say that it was important for members to be present at the meetings
since they don’t have a lot of time to be involved. Gabriel Lopez said that it had been amazing to be on
the board and have a voice in the community. She said the concert was good but could have been
better attended. She would encourage more members to attend the Town Board meetings. She also
said it was important for members to attend the meetings and for good communication. She would like
to see more youth involved but not appointed to the board. Kiana Daniel agreed that when you commit
to something that you need to stick to it. She felt nine members were enough to get things
accomplished and reach agreement. Felicia Fotsch told the group that she felt that in the beginning, the
first group “planted the seed.” She personally learned some much from the older members and she
feels that she can talk to adults much more easily because of the opportunities through the youth board.
She said it was good to have experienced members return from year to year and she feels as though she
has a “voice” in the community. She said that the second year of the board that the “seed was watered”
and that now the “seed is close to bloom.” Holden McLemore said that having a youth board is good
and that he enjoyed meeting students from all the other schools in Wake Forest. He personally likes a
smaller group. He said the board was able to accomplish there goals and he felt as though he could
approach the Town Board if an issue came up.

Mayor Jones told them she was glad for their interest and proud of what they have
accomplished not just this year but over the past three years. Ms. Simpson told the group that she had
enjoyed working with them and she wanted to know if they enjoyed attending functions of the Town?
Kyra Daniel and Gabriel Lopez stated that they felt they got a lot out of participating in the Town events.
Being on the Youth board gave them a connection to the Town and when they get older they would like
to be involved on other boards in the community. Mayor Jones said that it was good for other boards to
see the youth involved in their community.
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ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Susan Simpson, Secretary

Kyra Daniel, Chairperson



