Wake Forest Human Relations Council

Minutes
September 9, 2010
6:20 p.m.

Members Present: Sherry Burchett, Bill Slater, Meredith Brown, Angelo Pettis (7:15 p.m.) Bill Slater,
Nicole Hedrick, Adriane Young, and Henrietta Coursey

Absent: Allyson Rayfield

Staff Present: Tammy Moody, Commissioner Anne Hines

Guest: Rainey Buscher

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 6:20 p.m. by Chairman Sherry Burchett .

The Council discussed the following: Entertainment, Food, Safety, T shirts, giveaways and the
Nomination for the Good Neighbor Day of the Year Award.

Entertainment will include: Destiny Dance, Brimstone, and the Friendship Baptist Praise Dancers.
Chairman Burchett will email all members a copy of the Order of Events. (Attached)

Volunteers were discussed. These volunteers can help set up and clean up after the event. Tents will be
provided by Bright’s Funeral Home, Anne Hines, Adriane Young and the disc jockey will provide one.
Kara Daniel’s will do the face painting again this year and Adriane Young has one that will be
participating too.

Tee Shirts are ready from Steve T’s, Bill Slater will get them for the event and the condiments from Chic
fil a.

Food items will be provide by Texas Roadhouse and will consist of hamburgers and hot dogs. The
Council will provide chips, drinks, water and bread for 800 people. Target will donate 25 cases of water;
Lowes Food will donate 20 cases of water. Henrietta Coursey will coordinate with Nicole Hedrick on the
pick up for the waters that they will be receiving from Target and Lowes Food. Walmart will donate
$200 which will be used for sodas and assorted chips. Meredith Brown will purchase the items from
Walmart for the event and she also volunteered to contact Sunbeam wholesale for donations/purchase
of hamburger and hot dog buns. Both Meredith Brown and Henrietta Coursey will follow up with each
other on the bread and chips. Henrietta Coursey will follow up with Food Lion and use the donation of
$30 from Harris Teeter to buy items as needed.

Each member was asked to continue to solicit for giveaways.

Everyone was asked to be at the park around 10:00 a.m. to start setting up. Each Council member will
have a name badge and also a name badge will be given to the volunteers.

Lastly, the members voted for the Good Neighbor Award. This award was based on Community
Involvement: What specific actions has this person performed during the current year for which they



merit this award? How have this person’s actions gone beyond the normal scope of citizens
responsibilities? Did the nominee go to great effort or invest an exceptional amount of time in
performing their actions? Benefit to Community: How have this person’s actions benefited their
neighborhood or the Town of Wake Forest as a whole? What are the geographic areas (e.g., block,
neighborhood, Town of Wake Forest) and demographics (e.g. youth elderly, all residents) of the
population that benefits? Are the benefits tangible, intangible or both? Have the person’s actions
fostered self-help, quality of life, or community involvement in others.

Five people were nominated, which included: John Carmen Panichello, Tim & Amie Sexton, Betsey

Phillips, Carol Tillett and Linda Pearce.

It was a hard decision for the Council to make because they all meet the criteria but only one could be
awarded. No youth nominations were submitted. Mr. Panichello will receive a plaque and his name will
be placed on a plaque located at Town Hall. It was discussed to present an Honorable Mention and a
Certificate of Appreciation to the nominees.

Council discussed speaking with David Leone with the Wake Weekly to conduct a follow up with the
Good Neighbor Nomination winner and Nicole Hedrick will contact all of the nominees and ask them to
come and enjoy the events for this special day.

With no further business to come before the Council, Nicole Hedrick made a motion and Angelo Pettis
seconded to adjourn the meeting at 7:30 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted by,

Sherry Burchett, Chairman

Tammy Moody, Staff Liaison



-

Good Neighbor of the Year Award: John Carmen Panichello

Mr. John Carmen Panichello is an exceptional citizen of the Town of Wake Forest who is peerless in both
love for neighbor and love for his town. | am confident that John Carmen is worthy of the “Good
Neighbor of the Year” Award as shall be made clear by his community involvement and the benefit he
brings to our community. Having lived in Wake Forest for nearly twenty years John Carmen has
developed lasting relationships with store owners, fellow citizens and newcomers. He can be found at
the Wake Forest Coffee Company daily, mingling and buying drinks for students. As for his American
Legion membership he is as much a beneficiary as a benefactor, regularly donating boxes of food to
their drives for veterans. Though he could drive something more stylish he has chosen a white mini-van
to allow him to easily pull into a neighborhood, whether at the seminary or elsewhere, and distribute
food to acquaintances and strangers (he sees both as his neighbor). In addition to his active involvement
at St. Catherine’s, each Fall John Carmen hosts Christmas shoebox workshops at his apartment whereat
visitors come to assemble Samaritan’s Purse shoeboxes with little cost to themselves as John provides
plentiful, qualified materials. John Carmen devotes an exceptional amount of time to strategically
planning, saving, and shopping to benefit others. It is not uncommon for him to be awake late or rise
early to organize his giving.

Mr. Panichello’s benefit to our community should be evident from his actions outlined above. Space
does not permit me to elaborate on all that John continues to do for his neighbors, among whom | am
blessed to count myself. His actions are not best described as one-time singular displays of kindness—
no, but his actions are best described as continual overflow from an altruistic heart that is constantly on
display from day to day. He has developed an abnormal pattern of life that regularly goes beyond the
normal scope of citizen responsibilities. For example, | see John Carmen weekly as he does not merely
make a phone call to see how someone is doing; he drives to their house to assess them face-to-face. He
is in a very real way the personal guardian angel of everyone he meets irrespective of age,' race, gender,
creed or other discriminating figures. And perhaps John Carmen’s most exceptional characteristic is that
he just turned seventy-nine.

John Carmen Panichello is nominated by Andrew Maust.
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Good Neighbor Day 2010

Order of Events

DJ — Music

National Anthem — Chelsea Gilbert

Good Neighbor Day Proclamation — Mayor Vivian Jones
Welcome and introduction of HRC members
Invocation — Dr. Bill Slater

Food is served — DJ plays

Brimstone

Recognition of sponsors and Good Neighbor of the Year Award
Friendship Baptist Praise Dancers perform

Destiny Dance performs

DJ- Line Dancing - drawing for prizes

Brimstone

DJ and drawing for prizes

Thank you for attending the 5" annual Town of Wake Forest Good Neighbor Day event!



