SENIOR CENTER ADVISORY BOARD
Minutes

March 2, 2010

Members Present:  Bonita Sharpee, Les Tryon, Donna Fenske, Sharda Khilnani, Cindy Bright,
Deborah Bordeaux, Don Daria, and Mayor Vivian Jones.

Members Absent:  Mark Roberts and Wanda Mukherjee.

Staff Present: Susan Simpson, Parks & Recreation
Carol Battle, Resources for Seniors
Rebecca Freeman, Resources for Seniors
Miranda Strider-Allen, Resources for Seniors

CALL TO ORDER

Vice-Chairperson Bonita Sharpee called the meeting to order at 3:10 p.m.

MINUTES

ACTION: Cindy Bright made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted. Sharda
Khilnani seconded the motion which carried unanimously.

WELCOME

The Board welcomed two new members — Les Tryon and Donna Fenske. Each member
introduced themselves and told how long they had served on the board or their position.
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ITEMS FOR AGENDA FROM BOARD MEMBERS

Carol Battle asked to add an item to Old Business concerning awards and how to display
them. This will be item 6¢c. Ms. Simpson asked to add an item to discuss parking on the access
driveway in the rear of the building. This will be item 7c under New Business.

CHAIRPERSON'’S REPORT

Bonita Sharpee asked the board members who were present at the Open House to give
any re-cap. Ms. Strider-Allen and Ms. Battle both said they though it was a great space and a
well attended event especially for a Friday night. Ms. Simpson stated that there were 75-80
people in attendance. The Mayor’s remarks were very appropriate; the entertainment was
great, and the presentation by the Community Council of the TV and WIl in honor of long-time
Advisory Board member Thelma Wright. Carol Battle mentioned that the Center had recently
used the space for the Busse Award Ceremony. All sorts of State and National Senior and
Health staff were on hand for the presentation. Sharda Khilnani mentioned that she and Ms.
Battle attended the Mayor’s State of the Town Address and were happy to hear her mention
the Senior Center and the expansion. Donna Fenske said that she attended the Town’s Focus
group meetings asking for input as to the “small Town character” of Wake Forest. She
mentioned the Senior Center as a destination place in her meeting. Ms. Strider-Allen informed
the board that more training could now take place at the Center because of the new space.
Don Daria and Ms. Fenske both said that we all need to help get the information about the
Center out to the general public. Ms. Fenske asked about a survey box at the Center. Ms.
Battle said there is one in the lobby currently. Ms. Strider-Allen also stated that the Center
does surveys each year of the membership. Some are for all and others are random. Ms.
Simpson reminded the group that she, Ms. Battle and several members of the board met twice
with the seniors at the Meal site to discuss the construction/expansion of the Center. Both she
and Ms. Battle will implement these meetings for any major event at the Center.
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OLD BUSINESS

Don Daria gave a growth report. He presented the board members with a chart of
growth for 2009. He talked about membership, daily sign ins, and activity hours at the Center.
He shared that in 2006 the membership at the Center was 750. At the end of 2009, the
membership was 1391. Daily sign-ins is up as well as activity hours. In January the Center
numbers are: 1419 membership, 118 sign-ins, and 242 activity hours. Activity hours did not
rise as much as other areas but this could be due to a lack of space or staff cut backs by
Resources for Seniors. He again reiterated that more people are coming to the Center thus
showing the Town Board the need for future expansion space.

Ms. Simpson gave an update on the Phase Il and Phase Il expansions for the Senior
Center. They are in the current Capital Improvements Plan (CIP) for FY 2011-13. She explained
the Capital Improvements Plan and that it is a 5 year look into the future for needs in the Town.
Items could be in the CIP but not necessarily get funded in the budget. Don Daria asked about
the budget process and when that started. Ms. Simpson stated that materials would probably
be received by Department Heads the end of March and that the Town Board would adopt the
budget in June. Ms. Battle also mentioned that she had spoken to Roe O’Donnell about the
stairs between the Legion Building and the Senior Center. It is scheduled for 2010-11. This will
give access for parking at the Legion Building for Center patrons.

The last item of business was a discussion of awards and how to display them. Ms.
Simpson had suggested that we use the open hallway into the new expansion space for
displays. One side of the wall could be for Town type awards for the Advisory Board or Senior
Center group who raised the funds for the building. The other side could be for awards
Resources for Seniors wins. Members agreed this would be a good direction to pursue. Several
members said it would be good to have a display on how the Center was started. Mayor Jones
said that she would talk with Bill Crabtree about having the Senior Center featured on a “Focus
on Wake Forest” segment.
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NEW BUSINESS

Ms. Battle gave a staff report. She again mentioned how important the new space at
the center is for programming. The Center also has gotten “wired” in additional rooms for
more use. She presented the March calendar and talked about the Census training. She
mentioned that Senior Games are scheduled for April and that the Golden Jubilee is set for May
5 at the Jim Graham Building. Our own Mark Roberts emceed the event last year.

The next item of business was the election of officers for the year. The board needs to
elect a new Chair and Vice-Chair. Cindy Bright made a motion to elect Bonita Sharpee as
Chairperson. Donna Fenske seconded the motion. Sharda Khilnani made a motion to elect Don
Daria as Vice-Chairman. Cindy Bright seconded the motion. The slate was unanimously voted
on by the membership.

Ms. Simpson brought up the driveway behind the building and how patrons of the
center were parking all along the driveway and tearing up the grass and drainage system. She
asked if the board would support her staff installing posts and chain the length of the driveway.
It is unsafe for people to park there and then Meals on Wheels volunteers trying to drive
through to pick up meals. It also is ruining the drainage system put in place with the new
construction. Members then discussed parking options for visitors, marking spaces on Holding
Avenue, and installing cross-walks from the Post Office and Northern Wake Regional Center.
Ms. Battle was asked to encourage the front row of parking be left for those less mobile
seniors. The group realized the work needs to be done, but asked that it not start until April 1
in order for the word to go out to the seniors. Signs will be posted in the lobby to this effect
and Ms. Simpson volunteered to come and speak to the seniors again at the Meal site.

Donna Fenske asked if she could mention some housekeeping items. She would like to
see a bulletin board in the lobby or dry erase board to post current events or messages. She
would like to see the Center get away from all the stuff on the walls. There was some
discussion by members about moving the display case in the lobby into the large hallway
coming into the new expansion and the plaque of Ms. Bertha Harris to the “Hall of Fame” wall
to make room for an announcement board. Ms. Simpson and Ms. Battle will check on the
possibility of moving these items.
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ADJOURNMENT

Being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Susan Simpson, Secretary

Bonita Sharpee, Vice-Chairperson



