
Wake Forest Human Relations Council  
 

Minutes 
 

March 26, 2009 
7:00 p.m. 

 
 
Members Present:  Karen Clagett, Chairman,  Allyson Rayfield, Sherry Burchett, Tim 
Roth, Karen McVickers, Andria Fields,  Richard Longhway, Anne Hines, ex-officio, 
Tammy Moody, Staff Liaison 
 
Absent:  Nicole Hedrick, Velma Boyd-Lawson 
 
Call to Order 
 
 The meeting was called to order by Chairman Clagett.   
 
Action 
 

Tim Roth made a motion and seconded by Sherry Burchett  to accept the March, 
2009 minutes as written. 

 
New Business 
 
Bill Crabtree, Public Information Officer for the Town of Wake Forest attended the 
meeting and discussed ways of communicating and getting the HRC’s name out to the 
public.  He told the Council that the town has a list of communication resources that they 
could use which would include the following:  Community Calendar, E-News (which 
includes:  E-Alert, The Week Ahead, E-Notifier), Town’s Weblog, Town’s publication 
such as Our Town which is the bi-monthly newsletter and is mailed to residents within 
the 27587 zip code, Community Channel 10.  He also mentioned Focus on Wake Forest 
whereas the HRC can air the event of Good Neighbor Day and lastly Connect-CTY 
which is a service that allows officials to record, send and track personalized voice 
messages to thousands of residents, businesses, and local agencies in just minutes through 
a single phone call.  Mr. Crabtree stated that when using the Connect CTY that you did 
not want to inundate residents with too many calls.   
 
Meet in the Street Schedule and brochure 
 
Commissioner Hines demonstrated what she is working on concerning the HRC brochure 
that will be given out at Meet in the Street in May.  She had some ideas of what could be 
put on the brochure.  The ideas included the following:  Mission Statement on the front 
page, the annual events like Meet in the Street and Good Neighbor Day in the inside and 
on the second page general information about the HRC and asking for volunteers with 
suggestions and concerns.    Mr. Crabtree mentioned that he thought adding some 



testimonials on the brochure would be good advertisement.   Commissioner Hines stated 
that getting a couple of sentences from Drs. Holloway, Jackson and McLeod would really 
give the brochure a personal touch.  Also Commissioner Hines noted to mention in the 
brochure the website address so residents can click on to that to get more information.  
Mr. Crabtree’s suggestion for the website is to send him the ideas.  Sherry Burchette will 
be helping with the website suggestions and will share them with Mr. Crabtree.  Hopes 
are to keep the website updated so people the website can be a resource for the public. 
 
Council ask Mr. Crabtree about the how expensive a brochure of this quality would cost 
and he told them that depending on what they want would determine the cost. Tim Roth 
suggested something that was practical.   Mr. Crabtree told the Council if they want a 
brochure that has four colors it was cost at least $400 and two colors would cost at least 
$365.   Again he stated that brochures are necessary, but free resources are available too. 
 
Schedule for Meet in the Street was discussed:  Karen McVickers and Allyson Rayfield 
are the two that will chair this event.  They stated that they need some help with carrying 
some of the materials and will be soliciting volunteers to help.  Last year they had a tent 
set up and will be asking Velma Boyd-Lawson about the tent and Chairman Clagett will 
get the coolers back for this event.  The kids that stop by the booth will receive a magnet 
picture frame.  Ms. Rayfield has the schedule for the set up and breakdown for this event 
and more details will be discussed in the April meeting.  The deadline for any suggestions 
for Meet in the Street is April 15, 2009.  The set up schedule includes:   
 
Early shift (set up):  Tim Roth, Andria Fields, Velma Boyd-Lawson 
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. – Anne Hines, Nicole Hedrick 
12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. – Sherry Burchett, Karen Clagett 
2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. – Allyson Rayfield, Karen McVickers 
 
Tim Roth and Velma Boyd-Lawson will come back to help tear down along with other 
members of the Council. 
 
 
Update on Ideas for Community Involvement: 
 
This task was given to Sherry Burchett and Nicole Hedrick.  Ms. Burchett reported what 
she had researched.  She talked about the backpack buddy program and has looked at 
some community websites to see what they were doing.   Ms. Burchett is looking for 
ideas on how the HRC can reach out to Wake Forest Communities south of Burlington 
Mill and the Heritage as to partner with a local/established organization versus creating 
something from scratch.  She stated that “Back Pack Buddies” is a program currently in 
operation.  Ms. Burchett talked to Karen Pettyjohn who is the Chair of the Wake Forest 
Chamber Education Committee in regard to the program and the opportunity for the HRC 
to involve community neighborhoods in the program.  Ms. Pettyjohn was very open to 
the idea.  “Back Pack Buddies” is a program that is designed to meet the needs of 
children when other resources are not available by providing backpacks filled with 
enough food for six healthy meals and two healthy snacks that children take home on the 



weekend.  The empty backpacks are collected after the weekend and refilled for the next 
week’s use.  Monetary contributions, new back packs, and non-perishable food is 
collected for this program.   
 
The idea is to reach out to neighborhood communities through their Homeowners 
Association.  It will be suggested to the community that they hold a fundraising drive 
with collections being taken at a central location on a specified date.  She noted that 
logistics around how the items would be collected from the site is to be determined as 
they (Ms. Burchett and Ms. Hedrick) work with Karen Pettyjohn to gather specific 
information.  The HRC thought it would be a good idea to plan these efforts for a June – 
August time frame while other commitments are Meet in the Street and Good Neighbor 
Day.  Another thought was to provide assistance during the summer which probably is a 
down time in terms of the program receiving donations which would benefit year round 
schools in Wake Forest. 
 
Good Neighbor Day 
 
Chairman Clagett discussed with the Council the fundraising sponsors, letters and contact 
information concerning Good Neighbor Day.  The Council discussed new sponsors that 
they would ask and getting in touch with sponsors that gave in the past.  The different 
categories of sponsorship was discussed which includes the following:  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Chairman Clagett will send out the list of sponsorships and let the Council know who 
will be in responsible for contacting them and have this ready in June.   
 
BUDGET 
 
The budget for next fiscal year was discussed.  As far as Good Neighbor Day, it is a 
consensus of the Council to use local people for entertainment.  Commissioner Hines 
stated that this budget will be ultra conservative so the Council unanimously voted to use 
whatever the balance is left from this fiscal year to be carried over to the new fiscal year. 
  
There being no further business, a motion was made by Karen McVickers seconded by 
Andria Fields and by unanimous vote to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
_____________________ 
Karen Clagett, Chairman 
 
 
_____________________ 
Tammy Moody, Staff Liaison 
 
  


