Wake Forest Human Relations Council

Minutes
January 28, 2010
7:03 p.m.

Members Present: Sherry Burchett, Allyson Rayfield, Karen McVicker, Nicole Hedrick, Adriane Young,
Angelo Pettis, Meredith Brown, Henrietta Coursey, Anne Hines, and Tammy Moody

Absent: Bill Slater
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m.

Action: Nicole Hedrick made a motion to accept the minutes of the December 17, 2009 meeting and
was seconded by Allyson Rayfield. The motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Burchett and Bill Slater attended the Martin Luther King celebration that was held at
Friendship Baptist Church on January 21, 2010.

Business:

The new members were introduced and welcomed to the Human Relations Council. The new members
include: (Meredith Brown and Henrietta Coursey).

Each new member was given a copy of the 2009 Annual Report, the Proposed 2010 Community
Outreach Project and a copy of the Mission Statement of the Human Relations Council.

Commissioner Hines presented to the Council the feedback she received from the Mayor and Board of
Commissioners at the Planning Retreat. She reported to the Board the concern of communities not
being a part of the Town and what would it take to get them more involved in participating, enjoying
and becoming part of this community. The objective is to have all of the communities in Wake Forest
feel like they are apart of Wake Forest and getting them involved. The past year the Human Relations
Council was faced with many challenges but their goals were accomplished and with hopes of this year
being a good year for the Council because they do have goals and are looking at ways to bring people
back into the community. She stated that Mark Williams, Town Manager with the help of the
department heads will be looking at ways of going into the different communities with hopes of getting
the communities to participate by having open forums, presenting facts and letting them know what is
expected of them as citizens and letting them know what is expected of the Town. The purpose of this
is to reach out to the communities and maybe this will help with what is missing so the Town can
become a vibrant and thriving community. Growth was mentioned, especially the growth in Wakefield.
Wakefield seems to be the driving force in Wake Forest; this community can also be a part of Wake
Forest.

The Council discussed other ideas which deal with involving the communities. Chairman Burchett asked
about giving citizenship awards. She thought this would convey positive ideas with thoughts of getting
the foundation going again, because we currently have a good foundation. She will wait to hear the



response from the Mark Williams next month. She told the Council that this commitment would
probably require that they meet more than once a month. She mentioned that she attended a
Homeowners Association meeting and gave them the HRC brochure and they were very receptive of
receiving the information that she passed out.

Angelo Pettis talked about how to get people to participate. He noted that it is difficult and such an
obstacle because people have other obligations.

Commissioner Hines stated that a certain number will participate and that is what you get. The key is
letting the ones that will participate know that the HRC exists and what the Council’s focus is. She also
stated that disenfranchised is an aspect of what people think is wrong. A lot of different communities
feel that they are not apart of Wake Forest but they are because it does not matter which community
they live in it is all part of Wake Forest.

Henrietta Coursey mentioned the Gala that occurred in December and how she thought this would be a
great start for the HRC and perhaps piggyback off of that. She also talked about the history of the Town
and learning about the richness of the communities.

Karen McVickers and Nicole Hedrick both had similar remarks concerning how people can be apart of
the community and how the HRC can become noticed.

Meredith Brown heard about the “disconnect” when she was campaigning for a seat on the Board of
Commissioners. She asked that the list with the Proposed 2010 Community Outreach Projects if they
were prioritized or not. If so, put each HRC member on a project to get started. She was told that the
list was not prioritized and this will be discussed again because this was some framework of what the
HRC is thinking of for 2010. Commissioner Hines told the HRC members not to be disappointed if all of
the goals were not accomplished this year.

Chairman Burchett told the HRC members that she is excited about starting a new year and hopes that
everyone else will be as excited because all of the planning and development that is forthcoming.

Commissioner Hines stated that Wake Forest is in good shape because of the management of Mark
Williams, Town Manager and Finance Director Aileen Staples being ultra conservative in spending. She
is looking forward to this year with a Council that is focused and ready to get he activities started on a
positive note.

Good Neighbor Day:

Good Neighbor Day was discussed. The Council talked about the timeline leading up to this event and
reviewing the potential sponsors from last year.

The Council will start this next month working on Good Neighbor Day. They will be looking at different
fundraisers because of the budget which will not be increased this upcoming fiscal year. Letters will be
sent out to different organizations to see if they will help sponsor this event. Some of the members
have contacts with different stores and vendors and will be asked to follow up with them.

Allyson Rayfield talked about the levels of sponsorship. She wanted to know if they needed to be
changed or not. It was advised to wait until next month to talk about the change, if needed.



At the meeting next month, each member will be selecting what area they will be working on as it
pertains to the following: Event Planning/Entertainment, Food, Marketing, and Health & Safety.

Other Business:
Meet in the Street — HRC will be participating in this event which will occur in May, 2010.

Nominations for 2010:

A motion was made by Allyson Rayfield and seconded by Karen McVickers to nominate Sherry Burchett
as Chairman of the Human Relations Council. The motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Allyson Rayfield and seconded by Meredith Brown to nominate Nicole Hedrick as
Vice Chairman of the Human Relations Council. The motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Nicole Hedrick and seconded by Meredith Brown to nominate Allyson Rayfield as
Treasurer of the Human Relations Council. The motion carried unanimously.

With no further business to come before the Council, Chairman Burchett made a motion, seconded by
Nicole Hedrick to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by,

Sherry Burchett
Chairman

Tammy Moody
Staff Liaison



