RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD
MINUTES

August 24, 2009

Members Present: Tom Shipman, Sandy Thomason, Tom Hodges, David Jerose, Tom Parmelee,
Lisa Curran, David Faircloth, and Commissioner Margaret Stinnett.

Members Absent: Jim Thompson and Lacusia Green.

Staff Present: Susan Simpson

CALL TO ORDER

Chairperson Sandy Thomason called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.

MINUTES

ACTION: Lisa Curran made a motion to approve the minutes. Tom Parmelee seconded

the motion, which carried unanimously.
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ITEMS FOR AGENDA FROM BOARD MEMBERS

Ms. Simpson asked to add under New Business —item 7b - an update on play
components/playground for children with special needs. Tom Parmelee asked to add item 7c- Concerts
in the Park at Joyner. David Jerose asked to mention a Tennis board meeting as item 7d.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Ms. Simpson gave an athletic update. Fall baseball and softball registration concluded
in June with a final number of 601 registered. Games will begin the weekend after Labor Day-
September 11 & 12. Leagues in the fall are less competitive with no tournaments at the end of
the season. The Co-Rec Church adult softball games are over and the tournament begins
August 25. The Men’s adult league started August 17 and will finish up in October. Adult
leagues were shifted around to provide more field space in the early spring and summer for the
youth.

Director Simpson reported on the programs for the months of July and August. There
were twenty camps with 265 participants. Camps ranged from sports, arts, dance, and cooking.
Three special events were held with 184 enjoying the activities. One of the events was the first
“Open House” at Flaherty for parents to come and meet instructors and view demonstrations
of some classes. Twelve programs took place during the past two months with 129
participating.

Ms. Simpson said that the maintenance crews are busy with grass mowing and fixing
ballfields. The staff has now added E. Carroll Joyner and Heritage High School parks. This has
added about 100 more acres of grass a week to their duties. Sandy Thomason mentioned how
nice the garden always looks at the Community Center. Ms. Simpson said that Beth Jones
maintains the garden and does a great job. David Faircloth asked how many fields were at
Heritage? Ms. Simpson stated that there are four (4) multi-purpose fields and four (4)
baseball/softball fields. There are six lighted tennis courts and outdoor basketball courts which
will be available for the public. Tom Shipman asked about the use of all the fields. All are for
joint use by the school and our department.
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Ms. Simpson gave a pool update. The pool closed for the season on Sunday, August 23.
There was good attendance during the summer. Since our last meeting, three sessions of swim
lessons were held with 311 swimmers.

The attendance for the Flaherty Park Community Center for the month of June was 3250
and for July, 4184.

CHAIRMAN'’S REPORT

None.

OLD BUSINESS

The first item of business was an update on Joyner Park Phase I. The park opened on
Saturday, August 1. The contractor has continued work during the month of August on punch
list items. The grand opening is scheduled for Sunday, October 4 at 2 p.m. followed by a
Concert in the Park at 3 p.m. featuring “The Swang Brothers.”

The last item of business was a report on the Citizen Board Member (CBM) Forum held
in Greensboro. Tom Hodges served as Chair of the state-wide forum this year and he stated
that he thought the sessions were very good and that the “open mic” session on Saturday was
informative. He enjoyed the cookout Thursday night and the golf with our other members. He
said that 85 attendees were present from across the state which was down from years past, but
with the current economy he and Mike Waters were pleased. Tom Parmelee congratulated
Tom Hodges on his outstanding service as Chair of the Forum. He relayed that he was
impressed with the passion these board members have for Parks & Recreation. Commissioner
Stinnett said that she enjoyed going and that she thinks whoever the commissioner liaison is for
this board they should attend. She thought the sessions were good and she learned a lot.

David Jerose echoed the sentiment that the sessions were good. He said that the “Obesity”
session should be the driving force for what we do — get people out of the house and moving.
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He asked the group two trivia questions that were asked during the “swap shop” sessions: 1) what was
the fastest growing team sport? ; and 2) what was the fastest growing individual sport? The answers
are: Lacrosse and Kayaking. He said that he certainly wants to stay involved after he is off the board
and the group talked about ways that could happen. Tom Hodges said that when he goes to these
forums it makes him appreciate Wake Forest, the small town atmosphere, what we have and how
fortunate we are. Ms. Simpson congratulated Tom Hodges on his service too and told the board how
proud she was of him and all of them and their dedication to the department and their community. She
talked about how the department has grown in the last 5-7 years and all the recreational opportunities
Wake Forest residents’ enjoy.

NEW BUSINESS

The first item of business was a report by Sandy Thomason concerning the Sports
Ministry program at Wake Forest Baptist Church. They are interested in connects for biking
between Wake Forest, Youngsville and Rolesville. She mentioned a “Bike Belong” grant of
$10,000 that might be available. Ms. Simpson reminded the group that with the current
economy no new initiatives will be undertaken this year. She suggested that a member of that
team contact Ann Ayers or Candace Davis in the Planning department and attend a Greenway
Advisory Board meeting to discuss grants and biking.

The second item of business was a report from Ms. Simpson on playgrounds and
components for children with special needs. She told the board that she meet with a small
group of parents/teachers to discuss how the department could meet their needs. Phase Il of
E. Carroll Joyner Park will include a playground and this would be a great time for a playground
that meets these needs and integrates all types of play. In the short term, she will be looking at
adding some swings or other accessible pieces to one or more of the current playgrounds. She
mentioned Flaherty Park as a possibility because of access and bathrooms. Lisa Curran
mentioned Kiwanis Park and using the area where the spring riders and crawling tunnel are.
Ms. Simpson said that was a good idea and that bathrooms would be available at the library
and regional center. She will keep the board posted on this item.
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The next item was added by Tom Parmelee to discuss Concerts in the Park. He asked if
now that we have the amphitheatre at Joyner Park would the department be adding more
concert opportunities? Ms. Simpson stated that she wants too, but some of that is dependent
on budget. She said that she hopes to make contact with area high schools and see if their jazz
bands, choruses, or other groups would be willing to perform at the venue. This option would
be less expensive than the types of bands currently scheduled through United Arts. Sandy
mentioned that the Six Sundays in Spring series will move to Joyner next spring which will
provide for more opportunities.

The last item of business was an announcement from David Jerose that the Wake Forest
Area Tennis Association would be having a board meeting on Wednesday, September 2 at the
Community Center at 7 p.m. He encouraged anyone to attend.

ADJOURNMENT

Being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

Susan Simpson, Secretary

Sandy Thomason, Chairperson



