
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
 

MINUTES 
 

February 11, 2009 
 

Members Present: Louise Howard (Chairman), Debra Ludas (Vice-Chair), Amy 
Dowdle, Durward Matheny, Thomas Neal, Carol Smith 
(Treasurer), and Scott Wagner 

Members Absent: Alexis Cooke and Johanna Trotter 
Staff Present:  Agnes Wanman (Planner) 
Guests Present: None  
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:55p.m. by the Chair, after the annual 
planning meeting.   
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 The minutes of the January 14, 2009 meeting were approved unanimously.  
 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS AND COA CASE REVIEW 

 
A. COA-09-1:  A request filed by William and Louise Howard to install a sign for 

the bed and breakfast that they operate in their home at 238 North Main Street.   
 

Louise Howard recused herself.  She and Agnes Wanman were sworn in 
by the acting chair, Vice-Chair Debra Ludas.  Agnes presented the application and 
her staff report and submitted them into the record.  Louise clarified a couple 
items and answered a couple questions.   

 
This is an “after the fact” application.  The sign has already been installed.  

At the time that the Howards received their Special Use Permit to operate the bed 
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and breakfast they were informed that they could install a sign.  It was not 
clarified at the time that additional approval was needed.  Because of this 
miscommunication it was recommended that no fee be required.   

 
Tom Neal moved that the application substantially meets the Secretary of 

Interior’s Standards of Rehabilitation.  The motion was seconded by Amy 
Dowdle.  It passed unanimously.  Tom then moved that the application 
substantially meets the requirements of the Wake Forest Historic District Design 
Guidelines.  Amy seconded the motion which passed unanimously.  Tom Neal 
then moved to grant the COA without conditions.  Amy Dowdle seconded the 
motion which was passed unanimously.   

 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
 Carol Smith delivered the Treasurer’s report.  The bank balance, as of January 11, 
2009 was $13,291.08.  Since that date the HPC has paid the Independent $350.00 for 
Christmas Tour advertising.  The Treasurer’s report was accepted unanimously.   
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
 

None. 
 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 
A. Christmas Historic Home Tour Update:  Agnes Wanman reported that one bill 

is left to be paid.  We will then be able to pay the Woman’s Club their half of the 
profits.  Amy Dowdle moved to authorize payment to the Woman’s Club their 
half of the profits after Carol Smith and Agnes Wanman reconcile their respective 
Christmas Tour figures.  Debbie Ludas seconded the motion which passed 
unanimously.   
 

B. Plans for Planting on the North Main Street Median:   Louise Howard 
discussed plans for landscaping on the median along North Main Street.  The 
town is paying for most of it.  The planting, not counting spring bulbs, is 
supposed to be finished by the end of February.  Trees and shrubs will be planted 
and mulched and beds prepared for the planting of daffodil and other bulbs.         

 
C. Other:   None 
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NEW BUSINESS & ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 
A. Allen Young House:  Agnes Wanman reported that Mayor Vivian Jones 

requested that she bring the proposal for the historic structure report for the Allen 
Young House to the town board.  This is the proposal submitted by Ruth Little of 
Longleaf Historic Resources to research, photograph, and prepare detailed 
drawings of the Allen Young House that she and her associate discovered last 
summer while conducting the survey of historic buildings.  It will be brought to 
the board at their regular meeting on February 17, 2009.     

 
B. Old Cemetery:  Scott Wagner spoke of an old cemetery that he discovered south 

of the bypass, not far from the remains of an old mill.  He estimates that there are 
approximately 100-150 graves.  The headstones don’t include names but are 
carved with symbols.  Discussion speculated whether it could be an old slave 
cemetery.  Debbie Ludas said that, according to a documentary film she saw, 
slave headstones often only had symbols, rather than names.  Scott is contacting a 
couple people to check it out.  It was suggested that he also contact John Rich, 
who grew up in that area and is very knowledgeable on the history of the area.   

 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:45 
pm.      
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
____________________________   _____________________________  
Louise Howard, Chairman    Agnes W. Wanman, Secretary  


