
 

Checklist for Appearance and Lighting Standards  
 

Development:  _______________________________________  Date: ____________  
 
Architectural Elevations submitted for review should include the following: 
 
          Applicant / Staff 
 
1. A location map with north arrow, dimensions of site    _____ / _____  

boundaries, acreage, information about ownership and  
uses, and existing or potential uses of adjacent property. 

 
2. Scaled drawings of the floor plans. Include square footage   _____ / _____ 

figures for each floor. Show all proposed door and window locations. 
 
3. One 24” x 36” rendered elevations of each façade indicating   _____ / _____ 

heights, floor levels, and materials. 
 
4. Illustrative perspective renderings of the proposed building(s),  _____ / _____ 

including at least one eye-level view from a public right-of-way  
and one view illustrating the character of any adjacent buildings  
in context. 

 
5. One 18” x 24” color rendering of each façade is required.    _____ / _____ 

Rendered elevations should describe location and use of each  
color and material.  Building materials/colors for roof roofing,  
siding, doors, windows, etc. 

 
6. $100 Architectural Review Fee      _____ / _____ 

 
Appearance Standards: 
          Applicant / Staff 
1. Unify individual storefronts in one building while varying  

the look and providing distinctiveness from storefront to   _____ / _____ 
storefront. 

 
2 Facades greater than 100 feet interrupted by recesses,  

projections, windows, awning, arcades, color, texture,    _____ / _____ 
and/or material.  All facades visible from the street or  
adjoining properties feature characteristics similar to the front.   

 
3. Customer entrances featuring one or more – canopies,  



porticos, arcades, arches, wing walls, and planters.     _____ / _____ 
 
4. High quality exterior building materials, e.g. brick,  

stucco, wood, stone tinted/textured decorative concrete   _____ / _____ 
masonry units, or similar materials.   

 
5. Color renderings are required.  Rendered elevations should  

describe location and use of each color and material.   
Colors harmonious with surrounding development and  
that reflect the traditional concept of the town.  Colors should be  
earth tone, muted, subtle, or neutral colors.     _____ / _____ 

 
7. Trash containment devices located and/or screened so  

as not to be visible from streets or other properties.   _____ / _____ 
Screening of trash containment areas should match 
colors and materials used on building.     

 
8. Mechanical and utility equipment located and/or screened  

so as not to be visible from streets or other properties, including  _____ / _____ 
equipment located on the roof.   

 

Lighting Standards: 
 
1.  Height of light poles with 90 degree or less cut-off – 30 feet.   
 Height of light poles without full 90 degree or less cut-off – 16 feet.  _____ / _____ 
 Poles may be mounted on a concrete pier no more than 3 feet high.   
 
2. Lighting levels on-site not to exceed 10 footcandles at grade,  

except that loading platforms or outside display and     
sales areas may not exceed 20 footcandles.  Lighting levels   _____ / _____ 
for outdoor display lots for vehicle sales and leasing may exceed 20  
footcandles.   

 

3. All exterior lighting, on or off the building, to be amber in  
color or turned off at 11:00pm or at closing, whichever is 
earlier, with exception of low-wattage landscaping or other   _____ / _____ 
decorative lighting or customer entrance or service area  
lights aiming down and installed under a canopy or similar  
roof structure.   

 
 
 
 
DISCLAIMER: Town of Wake Forest fees and charges are subject to change without 
notice. Please call 919-435-9510 to confirm current fees and charges. 
 


