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Wake Forest Human Relations Council 
Minutes 

May 23, 2013 
7:00 p.m. 

 
Members Present:  Henrietta Coursey, Roger Rivera, Claudia Bradley, Dennis Brennan, 
Taneisa Butler, Darlene Godsey, Allyson Rayfield, and Bill Slater 
 
Members Absent:  Kevin Jones 
 
Staff Present:   Virginia Jones, Human Resource Director, and Commissioner Anne Hines    
 
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Henrietta Coursey, Human 
Relations Council Chair at Town Hall, 301 S. Brooks Street, Wake Forest, NC – Ground Floor 
Conference Room 015.  
 
The Council welcomed new Human Relations Council (HRC) members Dennis Brennan and 
Darlene Godsey. 
 
Approval of Minutes:  Minutes from April 25, 2013 were read and approved with amendments.  
Motion to approve by Commissioner Anne Hines and seconded by Taneisa Butler.  Motion 
carried 9-0. 
 
New Business:   
 

A. Treasury Report 
 
Claudia Bradley, Treasurer, reported that the HRC’s treasury contained $5612.10.  Ms. Bradley 
indicated that she would follow up with Aileen Staples, Town of Wake Forest Finance Director, 
to confirm $1000.00 donations received from Rex and Power Secure. 
 

B. Reflections on the “Meet in the Street” Event 
 
Commissioner Hines said that she has heard nothing but positive comments about the event.  She 
also reported that there were very few crafts left over after the event.  Chair Coursey thanked 
everyone who volunteered for their participation and noted that this was the first time that we 
had three streets of vendors.   
 
Special thanks to Ms. Rayfield for getting the HRC flyers prepared and distributed.  Ms. Jones 
asked to order a new HRC banner. 
 
 

C. Town of Wake Forest Announcements 
 
Chair Coursey stated that in the future she will include Town of Wake Forest announcements on 
the agenda so that everyone is aware of what is happening in Wake Forest.  There was a brief 
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discussion about the possibility of the HRC getting involved with the “Adopt a Stream” effort.  
Support has been requested of the various Town Advisory Boards. 
  

D. Community Outreach 
 
Ms. Bradley asked the group if there were plans to do any community outreach this year.  Chair 
Coursey suggested revisiting a community outreach effort in the East End.  She also suggested 
the Heritage Development.  She suggested the HRC discuss this at the June 2013 meeting so that 
the HRC can plan an October event. 
 
Old Business: 
 

Good Neighbor Day (GND) 
 
Good Neighbor Day will be held on Sunday, September 15, 2013 from 1:00 Pm - 4:00 PM at 
Holding Park.  This is the eighth year for this event. 
 
Mr. Brennan suggested that in the future any handouts should have something informative (a 
map, the HRC mission, criteria for Good Neighbor Day awards, etc.) on the “white side” of the 
handout.  He also suggested sending copies of the GND flyers to merchants.  He volunteered to 
serve on the Public Relations Committee with Ms. Rayfield. 
 

A. Awards 
 
Ms. Godsey suggested the HRC check with Bill Crabtree, Public Information Officer, to find out 
if information about the GND awards could be placed on the Town’s app.  Ms. Godsey 
volunteered to serve on the entertainment committee.  Ms. Jones will check with Mr. Crabtree to 
find out if GND award applications can be submitted online.  Ms. Jones will also ask Mr. 
Crabtree if he can include criteria for the awards and indicate that recipients will receive a plaque 
from Mayor Vivian Jones at the GND event.   
 
Ms. Rayfield and Mr. Brennan said they will contact Lisa Newhouse, Town of Wake Forest 
Downtown Development Director, regarding the GND awards to see if she can help get the word 
out. 
 
Per Chair Coursey, one of the HRC upcoming meetings will be held at Holding Park.  It is 
usually the one when the HRC votes on the GND awards.  This will provide an opportunity to 
see the layout for the event. 
 

B. Entertainment 
 
Ms. Bradley reported that Brian Pate said he would DJ the event this year.  She said Mr. Pate 
provided a list of bands.  Ms. Bradley will send Ms. Godsey a list of bands so that Ms. Godsey 
can check on availability and fees.  Ms. Bradley also reported that she has not received fees yet 
for the balloons.  She also reported that she has not settled the stage issue yet but that she is 
working on it. 
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C. Food and Beverages 
 
Mr. Rivera, Ms. Butler and Mr. Slater are working on this committee.  The HRC provides bread 
and condiments.  A “special” letter will be sent to Texas Roadhouse.  In the past Texas 
Roadhouse has provided hamburgers and hotdogs.  They also provide staff to prepare the food 
and to serve it. 
 
The committee will contact Buffalo Brothers and My Place and update everyone at the June 
meeting.   
    

D. Sponsors 
 
There are two tiers of sponsors.  Special letter sent to the following vendors: 
 

• Texas Roadhouse 
• Wal-Mart  Last year donated $100 
• Target   Last year donated water and provided volunteers (10-12) 
• Harris Teeter  Last year donated $50 
• Lowe’s Food  Last year donated $50 
• Food Lion  Last year donated $100 

 
A sample generic letters was shared for HRC review.  This letter will be sent to various 
organizations in the community.  There will be no mention of a financial contribution.  Mr. 
Brennan suggested that the letter thank prior contributors. 

 
E. Public Officials 

 
Ms. Rayfield requested that “Public Officials” be added to the agenda moving forward.  Included 
on the list of public officials to date are:  Fire, EMS, Ruben Wall, Holly Miller, Lisa Newhouse 
and Wake Forest Police Department. 

 
F. Other 

 
Ms. Butler is following up with Edward Austin, Recreation Program Coordinator, to get the 
Youth Advisory Council to volunteer. Commissioner Hines will follow up with the ROTC to see 
if they can volunteer to help set up for the event.  Ms. Slater said we need more of the smaller  
sized T-shirts for kids.  T-shirts were purple last year.  The HRC will discuss the color for this 
years’ T-shirts after a list of sponsors is comprised.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:25 PM.  The next meeting will be held on June 27, 2013 at 7:00 PM.  
 
 
APPROVED June 27, 2013 


